


No. 23.—CLEAR FOR 
ACTION 
On the hell-run to Russia, 
under constant savage air and 
sea attack, was no time to 
learn to take an order—nor 
to give one. 


No. 24.—FLIGHT DECK 

To the carrier's crew, the 
flight deck was the front line 
and although their battle 
would never end, glory 
passed them by. 
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ACTION FRONT 








THE YEAR WAS S42... THe 
PLACE, THE WESTERN DESERT. 
WHERE ‘THE TIDES OF WAR EEBED. 
AND FLOWED WITH UNPREDICTABLE 
RaPOrrY. 

















2 ____ Action Front 


| _Chapter 1. Enemy in Sight | 





ae _ 


iT WAS ACROSS THAT ARIO WILDERNESS OF 
ROCK ANG SAND THAT CORPORAL DAN SHAW 
AND His SECTION WERE FOOTSLOGGING 





















NEW TO IT ALL, AND BLOOMING EDGY? 
GY THE LOOK GE eM 7 GUST MY LUCK 
“fo SE _LUMSERED WITH A SHOWER 
(OF REPLACEMENTS « 
















PONT-SECTION IN THE CEADNG Pt OFA BATTALION PROBING & 
aS ah SUCH Ww Was: RUE ONENIABLE Rte OF E SORe aL DAN SHAW pe 


ROUBLE OUT INTO OPEN 








ROM 

| THAT RIDGE AHEAD, 1 WANT, 

1G9 SEE YOU ORO ELA 
mugs. 





_Action Front 


3 THE WORDS 


NOTHING TO GASE THE MEN'S FEARS... 





FIRED ON_EROM “THE RIDGE 








START CRAWLING, MADDOX. 








NTO ANY ‘TROU! 











& Action Front 





THE POINT-SECTION'S SCOUT WAS PRESSED CLOSE N 
[WHEN He REACHED THE CREST OF THE RIOGE Se TO NE SAND 





















QUE WEST OF THE RIDGE, UNSUSPECTING 
MEN OF THE GERMAN AFRIKA KORPS 
WERE ENJOYING A “BREW-UP*... 





RIFLEMAN TO ACT AS RUNNER « 















SLIDE BACK FROM THE 
SKYLINE, MURPHY, THEN 
GET YOUR SKATES ON 
AND_REFORT TO 
MISTER HALLAM. 







A BRIEF HALT TO ACH, SO » HERR. N 
Quer GOWN THIS \ MAUR, rr ts THERE 
Exsat2 COFFEE, )We SHALL MAKE 
HERR HAUPTMANN, | CONTACT WITH 
THEN We MOVE 

NORTH AGAIN. 



























Action Front 





NOT NORTHWARD, BUT DUE EAST, A_GRITISH PLATOON 
TAKING UP A POSITION OF VANTAGE. Te 
TEN PLATOON... 
EIGHT HUNORED! 

ENE! 


DETACHMENT: +» 











HALLAM WAS AS “NEW TO IT ALL> AS THE MEN IN DAN'S SECTION. SO WAS 
THE PLATOON SERGEANT... 








STE 





'S A WAS 
OF AMMO, THATS 
WHAT IT IS / 










Action Front 





23, DAN SHAW HAD JUGGED THE DISTANCE WAG NOT ONLY TOO GREAT FOR 
ACCURACY SUT HAD BEEN 








RECTLY ESTIMATED. NOT A SHOT REACHED 
THE GERMANS. 





J 





UT, NOT EFFECTIVE, 


Sint ae 
BSE EIGHT INTO 
ACTION / 

















‘GERI GUNNERS REACTED BWICTLY TOA HARSH: GUT TURAL COMMAND + 
AT THE SAME TIME, ON THE RIDGE TO THE EAST, HALLAM OROERED Hi 
PLATOON TO RAISE SIGHTS TO MAXIMUM RANGE... 

= 










553 AND. CONCENTRATE 
HE MEN SWARMING 
Roun THAT SUN 
MOW THEM GOWN / 


_| 





AGOW "ENT 
WHAT A HOPE p 
LIEUTENANT’S GOT! } 





Action Front 





ine BACT EE OF SMALLS ARIS CanmieD, gaa 75 
Re arr ue or eva LS, 
BES MR SOP So reer Cur ED A 
BELT 





HALT +e 








THE BATTALION ‘COMMAND! 


MADE 


SCEPTED THE OFFER 


RAGS 
‘A TANK OFFICER. ATTACHED TO THE UNIT. 
= 





THAT FELLOW, SAVILLE'S: 
suT HE'S SO! 
OPP AND 





CO-OPERATIVE, PLL SAY THAT 
FOR HIM, ‘eu 








Action Front 


UEUTENANT GUY Savile WAS CERTANLY UNCRTHODOX.. JUST ABOUT AS | 
UNORTHODOX AS A TANK OFFICER ACCLIMATISED TO DESERT WARRARE | 
Couto Possiaur GE ——— “aa 








STEP ON IT, 








[HIS BRAND OF OISCIPLINE WAS FREE-ANO- EASY. HE HAD NICKNAMES 
FOR HIS CREWMEN. IN DRESS, HIS ONE CONCESSION TO IMiLITARY 
CECORUM WAS A WORSE-FOR*WEAR CAP. 


THERE THEY ARE NOW, SIR. 
LIEUTENANT HALLAM'S’ LOT, 
UMBAN -..SPREAD OUT ALONG 
THAT RIDGE AWAY AHEAD. 


By 
SEP MARS 





VES, | SEE EM. 
O/ OKAY, TAKE THIS, 
Eee’ SAT TLE-WAGON RIGHT Wag 

















woe Front 
THE BS mah. HAD BE: BEEN | OCIMEERED | 

ANO-LAIS™ I THE Al. SEC: 

LATER, (T WAS IN BUSINESS re 











[2SEGNONG TES. WOSTS SRERES, SRE, SAVILLE AND HIS THREE-MEN 
ARSENONG Cid URS CaaS RouTAN HieH WT A CUB OF FLAME © 





You ouGHT TO 





10 Action Front. 





HEM, DISTANTLY, AN INSTANT LATER, THEY HEARD A SHARP 





PEHE ECHOING BOOM OF THE EXELOSION SEEMED “TO ROLL OWN FROM = 








Tre crusat 
(OER CLANKED TO AN ABRUPT STANDSTILL. A SECOND 
SHELOSUANMED WTO THE CREST, QUATTERINGYS THEN A Tag 

















Action Front 


WEUTENANT, HALLAM SAW HIS MEN _OVING AROUND hia <= AND GLARED 
aT THE SANK, WHICH HAD GROUND TO ACHALT IN THE REAR OF 
BL ATOON. 
WHAT'S ‘THE MATTER 
we 


(TH THAT_TANKC COMMANOER? 
in ‘CAN 




















SHAW'S SARDONIC 
OSE IN 


NOT aa 5H, 
eu 








Action Front ~~ a 
OE PURPOSEFULLY OOWN THE SLOPE. 
i: a ibis Bierce! 


i INFANTRY LIEU Sa 
THERE WAS A GLNT N HIS EYE. 





WHAT D0 YOU THINK YOURE 

PLAYING AT > YOU CAN SEE WE'RE 

IN TROUBLE, CAN'T You > GET UP 
‘THERE AND SILENCE 
THAT JERRY GUN 























Action Front 


13 





Srey FAIRLY BLAZED. HOT-TEMPERED | 


ACCUSATIONS OF COWARDICE =~ 





ANQ LETS See 





arr | Sap 
revenge 
£ 


WE'RE WASTING 
TIME) GUSTER, Tuan 
THE SAT TLE: 

RIGHT ABOUTS 


i 








‘CURSE ‘YOU, 
SAVILLE / YOUVE 
ASKED FoR ITS 











[A GALAXY OF STARS SEEMED TO EXPLODE IN FRONT OF SAVILLE'S 
EveS-45 THE BUTT OF A THIRTY-EIGHT THUMPED INTO HIS TEMPLE 
He BUCKLED AT THE KNEES 7 





uP TO “THE CRI 
Some OW, 
Boas / Feet vous 





Action Front Bs 


[THE ORIVER HESITATED. THE IRATE INFANTRY OFFICER PROMPTLY SCREAMED| 
ABUSE AND THREATS. GULPING, BUSTER ENGAGE “ 


TS UP TO YOU TO TAKE THE 
HEAT OFF THE INFANTRY f 
THAT'S THE JOB OF ALL 
an . & 2 
Your INDED ~~. 
SEEM Ww 





SO THE GEAR-LEVER 














Tie CRUSADER ROLLED UP To THE CREST, (1 POXED ITS NOSE OVER THE 
Bane SENS CREATED A STIR AMONG THE GERMAN G'S. GUN-NUMBERS «++ 











am ____Action Front 


AN AR SHOT WAS WHIPPED INTO THE GREECH~-JUST AS A LITTLE 
BLPOUNDER SPAT OUT A CHALLENGE FROM THE RIDGE TO THE EAST: 











THE CRUSADER'S SHELL HIT ROCK ~. 
RICOCHE TED SLANTINGLY UPWARD ~. 
SCREECHED OVER THE EIGHTY: EIGHT. 


Se, 











Action Front 7 
‘A SPLIT SECOND LATER, 19 TONS OF 
ROCKED TO The 





4 bea ELUSGEONING IMPACT OF THE NAZI 
4 5 

THAT COULD BE DUscans MI \Wieapon's POWwER-PACKED REPLY Y 
Ait THE GERRY GUNS 








JAGGED SPLINTERS OF STEEL LASHED AROUND THE TANK?S. INTERIOK 
MIRACULOUSLY, THREE OF THE CREW ESCAPED WITHOUT A SCRATCH 





Fut 
IGGAN» Th 
Guy SAVILLE, 








Ld Action Front 


Chapter 2. Gut Off : 





EUTENANT SAVILLE | 





LECTED His WITS 
BIND BU: ANC AS 

BUSTER FLEMING Y 

JSENOING OVER TIM ... 


WewHaT. 
HAPPENED F 








MIS TANK HAO BEEN DAMAGED += HIS RADIO- OPERATOR KILLED. HE 
LEARNED, TOO, THAT HALLAM WAS DEAD. THEN CAME A SHOUT... _ 


THE JERRIES ARE COMING \\ 
AT US/ THERE'S A HECK OF 
A_LOT MORE OF EM, , 
THAN WE THOUGHT / 
Z 


Uf 








Action Front 8 


RAELNEANERYUEN WERE BONERS EXTENOED GEL OTE EES | 
BAR tne CRON A WEF EIRENE BE Mat GR WHEL? WAS ER 
REAR See Ack i 
































20 Action Front 


THE CRUSADER'S ENGINE STARTED RELUCTANTLY ANO GUSTER 
TURNED HER DOWN THE REVERSE SLOPE, GRNONGLY = 

















TO REPORT THE SITUATION ~~ THAT WAS GUY'S PURPOSE. BUT THE 
INFANTRYMEN ON THE RIDGE OREW THEIR OWN CONCLUSIGNS 














THE ONCOMING NAZIS WERE EASIER TARGETS NOW. GUT MORE AND. 
ie f= MUSTERING IN RESERVE, WHERE THAT S65 M.M. GUN 


MORE OF THEM WER: 
WAS PUMPING OUT SHELLS ... 
an 7 IT'S NO GQ, LAOS! 
we "T STAND ANI 

api 











a2 Action Fronv 


THE SURVIVORS OF DAN SHAW'S SECTION WERE DETAILED TO PULL OUT 
BRST. THEY WERE WITHORAWING GOWN THE RIOCE WHEN THEY SAW 
GUY SAVILLE'S CRUSADER BEGIN TO JERK CONVULSIVELY - 
LOOKS LIKE SHE'S, SHED A 
SOMETHING'S WRONG TRASH! GoOD, THOSE: 
OI THE “TANiC: 
SOME: eee 


NO NO MISTAKE 










































TREY REACHED LEVEL GROUND, THERE, OAN ORDERED 
HIS “SQUAD TO “TAKE UP TEMPORARY POSITIONS: 


ee 
Ka 


Ife: 


S 





bras 







___Action Front 2 


ANO THE REST OF THE PLATOON STARTED 
HT IN ENFILADE / 

















MAUSER RIFLES AND SCHMEISSER MACHINE -PISTOLS WHIP-LASHED THE 


RETREATING SRITISH NFANTRYMEN WITH A TEMPEST OF METAL 











24E Action Front _ 





[OaN SHAW ANG HIS MEN OPENED UP ON THE NAZIS WHO HAD 
[SUTEUANCED SHER COMRADES pean jc ene 





LET EM 








THE GERMANS WHO HAD SKIRTED THE RIDGE WERE THEMSELVES 
RAKED GY AN ENFILAOING FIRE ~~ AND WERE STOPPED COLD / 














Action Front 25 
Genes ‘Ss us Sui OF THE Sat TO BLAST AT THAT GROI EVEN 


UP OF NAZIS. 
HE _BULIC BRITISH SLATOON WERE LEST LING ON THAT 
SEKGY Store < 























BAST Shere ’ 
}ECAT OUT FOR TT! 








26 Action Front 


DUGGAN AND BUSTER FLEMING LOOKED TO LIEUTENANT Guy SAVILLE 
FOR A LEAD, THE TANK SFFICER NOODEO, ACKNOWLEDGING THE 











BES RSH 
8 





A HUNDRED YARDS LAY BETWEEN THEM AND THE NEAREST Covi 
THE LONGEST HUNORED YARDS ANY OF THEM HAD EVER KNOWN « 
e 











Action Front 27 


OBEY SEVENLOG THEM ManaseD To | [Guy. SAVILLE HAZARGED A GUEE 
SCAPE THE NAZI BULLETS: AT THe ENEMYS INTENTIONS. 








THEY'RE NOT SOTHERING aay 











SOON. THEY HEARO THE RATTLE OF SMALL. 
‘SAW WAVE UPON WAVE OF NAZIS ADVANCING - 





He SHOULD NEVER Hay 
frans SAS NG PSUS TT WGUNGES US INTO A Figs 





iS 
FIGHT 


TANKMAN SAY SO ++ OPPOSITION. ALL THE SAME, IF 
HE'S HAD THE BACKING OF A 
ALL RIGHT) OUR PLATOON. “TANK-CREW WITH A SPARK OF 
OMMANOER’ SLIPPED UP! GUTS BETWEEN "EM... 
WAS NEW TO "THE OBSERT ~~ 
DIDN'T KNOW HOW TT CAN, 











GUY SAVLLE'S VOICE RAPPED WN SHARPLY = J 


THAT'S ENOUGH! NEVER 
MIND THE INQUEST ON 
WHAT WENT WRONG AND 
WHOSE FAULT IT Was / 
THERE'S A BIG ENOUGH 
BATTLE BUILDING UP 
WITHOUT You TWO 
STARTING A PRIVATE 














Action Front BR 


NAZ_WORTARS OF HEAVY CALIBRE WERE SNOW. IN ACTION. SAL OES OF ? 
OMES WERE LOBEED FROM THEM TO BURST DEVASTATINGLY FOI 3 
SRSUSANG VAROS AWAY - 





' a 











SALLE UISTENED WITH INCREASING ANXIETY TO THE SOUNDS OF 
© ENGAGEMENT. 











Action Front Ses 
[Grapualiy THE TUMULT DWINOLED...AND THAT WAS A BAD SIGN... 














OUR CHAPS MUST 
SE RETREATING / 
THE SI . 


HOO TINGS: 
GETTING FARTHER 
AWAY os 















SE AERA KORPS MORTARMEN ROOS OFF IN HALE“ TRACKS, 
Bide GS BREN SORTA NS CASM RES DAN LOOKED At SAVILLE 1 











THEN Swi 
Ween! ite 


nn. 


si 
iON =. 


Action Front 
INFANTRY, SECT 
DB. GUY SAVIN 





PRESS ABATE wav. | [PEERS Bae 
DAN CHECKED HIM ».. | [BaF BeroRS ‘SPEAK, OAN Nat 
= WHEELED... 








SPARE RATIONS. 








THE TANK OFFICER FELT BOUND TO_AOMIT THE SENSE OF THE 
EORPORALSS GuOEe ASHE WATCHES 7A POUR MIERNTR MAE MOVE 


OUT OF THE ROCKS + - 
we 














32 Action Front 


WHEN THE LITTLE PARTY LEFT THAT AREA OF DEATH AND DESOLATION 
EVERY MAN OF THEM WAS LOADED WITH ADDITIONAL GEAR ANO 
SUPPLIES. SAVILLE WAS NO EXCEPTION. eaten Neen! 


WE'RE A SAD-LOOKING BUNCH -- AND 
NO MISTAKE - Wi LOST. 'SPARKS” FROM 
OUR CREW, AND WE'RE GOING TO MISS 
HIM BAOLY ~~ GUT THOSE FELLOWS ARE 
ALL THAT'S LEFT OF A PLATOON 
MORE THAN THIRTY-STRONG » 




























THEY HAD GRAVITATED INTO TWO GROUPS, AS THOUGH 
IBY SECOND NATURE. THEY STAYED LIKE THAT. 












“THE WAY THOSE COVES: 
ARE ACTING, YOU'D “THINK 
WE WERE TO BLAME_FOR 
ALL THEIR MATES BEING 
WIPED OUT. 


WA MEASURABLE DISTANCE SEPARATED 

WW THEM, PHYSICALLY, BUT THE GULF 

Y WHICH KEPT “THEM APART IN MOOD 
ANO OUTLOOK WAS NOT TO BE 


GAUGED BY ANY YAROSTICK. 








Action Front 33 





coo 


IT WAS THE TAIL-ENO OF THE SEASON OF THE KHAMSIN, THE HOT. 
WIND THAT SWEEPS “THE OESERT OURING MARCH AND APRIL «+ ANO 
500} Pe 





OEVELO! 














NOW HOW TO 
FOLLOW A. 
BEARING P 


NOT; CORPORAL, 








34 __ Action Front 


DAN'S TONE WAS SORDERING ON THE AGGRESSIVE. GUY SAVILLE “FLEW | 
OFP THE HANDLE” AND SNAPPED AT HIM ++. " 





YES, 
Y_.UNOER STAND. Nf 
BUT WHATS 
WRONG wr wey 








THE LIEUTENANT POINTED TO THE 
BARREL ‘COM'S TOMMY-GUN «++ 














Action Front _ x 
SOMEWHAT CREGTFALLEN N.C.O. SURRENDERED THE INSTRUMENT AND, 


4 
SAW THE OFFICER PROVE HIS POINT. 
TAKE 4 squint: 
AT THE NESOLE 
now. 


You wi 











ERE 

















THAT NIGHT, THEY RESTED IN A.WADI. BY MORNING, THE KHAMSIN HAD. 
BLOWN ITSELF OUT Br 


WE. STRIKE NORTH 





ke Action Front 





NOON, THEY WERE TRUOGING. 
AOISTANT TH 


THEY RESUMED THEIR MARCH, QUITTING THE ORY RIVER-SED. TOWARDS — 
‘VER STONY LEVELS THEY Ht 
NT THRUMMING ee 











[SAVILLE HAD NO TALENT FoR 
ZIRCRAFT-RECOGNITION, BUT 
[THE INFANTRY N.C.O, HAO / 




















GUY BARKED AN ORDER ...ONE THAT] 
WAS PROMPTLY COUNTERMANDEDO / 








[GANS VOICE COULD BLARE LiKE A | BUSLE, Ee. UNDER ITS IMPACT NO-ONE] 
PAID HEED TO GUY SAVILLE'S «+ DUGGAN AND BUS" 


FLEMING «+ 











THE ENEMY PLANE WAS EATING UP THE DISTANCE 
ENGINE-NOTE SWELLING TO A THUNDEROUS ROAR 








38 Action Front 


Jit was A _MesserscumiTT 09. ALL AT] [A BLIZZARD OF GULLETS | 
ONCE THE SAVAGE CLATTER OF ITS | | CHEWED UP TI 

SUNS PUNCTUATED Tie CRESCENGO 

OF ITS POWERFUL MOT 








ANOED N A HEAR, 
Head GONG Uke. Attire: 


HAMMER, SOMEHOW, THAT HAR 
OA BULLETS HAD MISSED HINT, 














____ Action Front bid 








[HE ENEMY PLANE SLAMMED OVERHEAD THROUGH AN INEFFECTUAL 
SPATTER OF SHOTS. IT CIRCLED TO MAKE ANOTHER PASS... 





fi 
CONFOUNDED, 
KITE AGAIN 





Action Front 


109 FLAVED ANEW AT THE SCATTERED GRITONG. TRA 
SAND =~ FRIGHTENINGLY CLOSE TO TWO OF THEM 








LDON'T WANT! 
TO KNOW ANY. 











THEN SUDDENLY THE STRAFING ENDED. THE GERMAN SHEEPED OF 
SEVEN FIGURES ROSE TO THEIR FEET AND MARVELLED THAT THEY. 


ALL INTACT ..+ 
WHAT MADE HIM LET ue 
ON _Us © O'vou SUPPOSE 
OUR SHOOTING WAS TOO 
GOOD FOR HIM > 


















1 CousT IT. 
Mav8& HE DIDN'T 
HAVE TOO MUCH 
ANMO, AND WANTED 
be TO KEEP SOME IN 
RESERVE IN CASE 
HE TANGLED WITH 
A SPIT OR A 
‘HURR] ON HIS 
WAY HOME. 























nN 











Action Front Rid 


THE MESSERSCHMITT DISAPPEARED. 
|GUY SAVILLE ANO DAN SHAW GLANCED, 
‘AT EACH OTHER, BUT DID NOT SPEAK... 


‘THIS YOUNG sQuRT yl HE MAY B= 4 








THE DESERT CASTAWAYS MOVED | 
ON ANG, AN HOUR LATER, SIGHTED 
THE ROAD. AN EXTENSIVE SALT— 
MARSH LAY BETWEEN THEM AND 
THE ROAD +++ 


IMPOSSIBLE GROUND FOR TANKS, 
THIS ~-OR FOR TRANSPORT OF ANY 
DESCRIPTION. BUT ITILL HOLO UP 

Re OUR WEIGHT ALL RIGHT. « 


















Bon’ 
COMMAND. STILL, HE /SEEM TO HAVE: 
Set fa CLUE...OUTSIDE 











BRAND OF WAR-~ 
1 OONT S 








DAN POINTED NORTH-WESTWARD, OUST WAS TRAILING FROM A DP | 
IN THE DESERT HIGHWAY. + 


‘A VEHICLE OF SOME SORT, 
BUT WE'VE NO MEANS OF 
TELLING YET WHETHER IT'S J 
BRITISH OR GERMAN 
OR EY TIE - 














WE'D BETTER. |! 
PLAY IT SAFE 
AND LIE LOW. 








a Action Front 








IT DOES AND] 
ALL, PERHAPS | 











SELON 
RE Reece 
oueedace™ | 








____ Action Front 8 
THE GERMAN LORRY DISGORGED ITS _OCCUPANTS -- FIFTEEN STRONG. 
SHOOK OUT INTO OPEN ORDER AND STARTED ACROSS 
WARILY. «+ OMINOUSLY. 





“THE SALT-MARSH.. 








You DETECT THE, | 
LEAST MOVEMENT £ 





IDE OF THE MARSH. 
JTENTIONS «++ 














_ Action Front 45 


MACOS: O HIS AIM AS HE SINGLED OUT THE Man Wity THE 
BNSCULARe. HE LIGHT MACHINE-GUN STITCHED THE AIR WITH A BR 
STAMMERING BUI 


















aa 
1» AS IT WAS, THEY : 
SQUANDERED iHeie abvanTace...| [MAB BEEN WHEE TLED GOWN 
—} | DRASTICALLY 
KEEP GOING, 


COMRADES / — e “t 

























a Action Front oa 
NOW ONLY EQUAL IN NUMBERS TO THE OPPOSITION, THE NAZIS TURNED : 
FAIL AND a 













RACED ACROSS THE SALT~MARSH . 


“. COME ON! CHASE, 
THOSE PERISHERS / 
QONT LET TEM MAKE 


WE CAN 
OURSELVES AND GIVE, 
‘OUR FEET A TREAT! 














THE PURSUERS GAINED ON ‘THE FLEEING GERMANS. BUT, 4 LITTLE WAY 
FROM THE LORRY, THE HINOMOST OF THE FUGITIVES SPUN ROUND IN 
OESPERATION «+ 


This SHULD STOP 
! . Thee SCHWERHOND 

; a ENGLANDERS,. 

iad COMRADES / : 


SY, oN 


Action Front 











[WAD0Se FELL CEAD, JESVOND KEELED OVER, SaRLE aD TE OTe 
[MED PRL GE te OSAP SEND SERKER CECHES ATS ORT 


GET AWAY IN 
“THE TRUCK / 


NO) MENSCH, No/ 
NO TIME TO BOARD IT 
AND START ['T UP! 











#8 Action Front 











HIS VOICE TAILED OFF. HE SWALLOWED AT SIGHT OF 
A HUMAN HANO THAT WAS CLAWING AT THE AIR... 





Action Front. nid 


Chapter 4. Panzer Column 


RECOVERING HIMSELF AS MURPHY STOKE, GUY SAVILLE UNFASTET 
THE TAILSOARD AND TOOK A LOOK IN THE BACK OF 











OMSEEAI SE 
FINE EDA! BRITISH 














[BESSY SE OAR RS AE. GUMBEO NTO THE LORRY AND KNELT 
se ei was aK Potance oF 


‘SETA 5 Rey Me 4 








“THIS LONG- Ral 
apie tere PATROL « 


» Action Front 


[THE WOUNDED CAPTAIN DIED WITHIN A FEW MINUTES, BUT NOT BEFORE! 
HE HAD GIVEN THE FULL OETAILS OF HIS TASK. 


























THE DEAD_OFFICER WAS LIFTED OUT. HIS SLEEPING-BAG WAS UTILISED 
FOR JESMOND. OAN RETRIEVED THE SREN FROM SESIDE MADDOX'S BOOY 
IANO HANDED DUGGAN HiS TOMMY-GUN +. 

















Action Front 








THEY. MET NO ARMOURED -COLUMN. THE ONLY TANK THEY SAW WAS 
BRITISH AND DERELICT. WHERE IT STOOD, THERE WERE SALT-MARSHES 
ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ROAD .. 





PULL UP, BUSTER. 
LOONTT THINK WE 
‘NEED TRAVEL “ANY 
poy: as ssurrasce 


FOR _OUR 
AS INE ONE PAE. 
CAPTAIN DESERIEED, 











bce Action Front ce 

THE MINES INTENDED FOR THE BLOCKING OF THE ROUTE HAD BEEN 

GATHERED BY THE GERMANS AND DUMPED IN THER TRUCK. GUY 

BIRECTED THAT THEY SHOULO GE UNLOADED..+ “ 

WE'LL PLANT THEM 
‘$0 AS TO 
















ISTER SAVILLE <~ 
SOMETHING. 
8 Mecr. 





MARSHES, CUT TI 
IT COMPLETELY. 








THE SUBALTERN LOOKED AT JESMOND THOUGHTFUL! 
‘ek D 


YOU KNOW, THERE “5 \ WG 
‘SOMETHING ‘You ‘CAN DO 














Action Front 3 





UNDER GUY'S DIRECTION, GAN AND THE WOUNDED INFANTRYMAN WAS 
MURPHY. INTERRUPTED THEIR SET DOWN IN A POSITION WITH 
OURS TO LIFT JESMOND FROM ABROAD VIEW OF THE EAST... 





PLL LUG THIS. 
BUNBOOK ALONG 
WITH Me 

















AS DAN AND VURPHY MADE THEIR, 
WAY BACK TOWARDS THE TRUCK, THE} 
UEUTENANT LINGERED WITH JESMONO.| 








aid Action Front 


MEANWHILE, BUSTER, DUGGAN, MURPHY AND DAN SHAW! 
[WERE INSPECTING THE DERELICT TANK..+ 


anon «| 




















Action Front 


MOMENT, GUY SAVILLE 
TANT GROWLING NOISE « 








PANZER 
ENGINES PLL, 
Swear To rr! 


YourRE DEAD~ 
RIGHT SIRI THE 








THERE WAS CLEARLY NO TIME TO LAY THE MINES. IT SEEMED ALL THAT| 
COULD BE DONE WAS TO DECAMP...UNLESS...GUY HAD At 


CORPORAL SHAW - 
Hog, i QuICK | vou Cat 
00 ANY GOD HERE / 





56 Action Front 





He CLIMBED TO THE 7 
areyetp EO BY ANS Man sa rsa 2 
ALONGSIOg UNCER MAIN. ebies 











THE CIGUTENANT WAS LUCKY. ALMOST AT ONCE HE MAGE CONTACT. 
WITH AN AUSTRALIAN OWVISION'S HEADQUARTERS, NE WAS REPORTING TO 
A GRASS “HAT WHEN DUGGAN YAPPED “A WARNING /) 












ATT 
‘owed auras ta {ero 


SLOW 

esses ann ar tr i 
ov 

SW ITA TIES, 








Action Front as 


THE DERELICT S SABON FIPR FLAME ANG iN se! 
PEPE Sit MOP ERR SAP Oe Cees | 




















TEWAS.NO. ELUKE: ENTHER: A SECOUD SUOT WHAMMED INTO TOUGH: 
ARMOUR-PLATING TO NOTCH UP ANOTHER VICTIM. = 








a Action Front 





[auy REPEATE SAG 
Sea nA aust SEEN Ce 
TRANSMITTED TO HIM FROM 
THE AUSSIE H.Q. 


WHILE AUSTRALIAN GUNNERS sent | 
RANGING SHOTS: THE NAZIS. 

SRove SG CtEar THE ROAG. AT 

CENSTH THEY SUCCEEDED. 


OVER 


DED 





nz: A, CONCENTRATION IS 
TO "GE LAID COWN BY A 
BATTERY OF TWENTY. 























Action Front cid 


‘A BARRAGE ZEROE| IS THAT SAVILLE HAD SENT 
BACK OVER THE R/ 








THE JERRY. 
SY THROUGH 
y 











Led Action Front 


TWO FIGURES CRAWLED FROM THE GRITISH IRONCLAD AND CAME: 
STUMBLING UP THE ROAD... GUSTER FLEMING AND "OEAD-SHOT™ QUGGAN... 


WHAT'S HAPPENED _ —) 
TO SOUR LIEUTENANT F 
HAS HE SOUGHT IT > 












BARRAGE DOWN OW 
MIMSELE TO DOTTS, 


hn 





AND GUY SAVILLE OID JUST THAT? WITH NAZI TANKS ORAWING NEAR, 
HE ROUNDED OFF HIS FIRE- DIRECTIONS WITH THE CO-ORDINATES OF 
THE CRUSADER'S EXACT POSITION / 


NOTHING CAN LIVE 
IN THAT, BUSTERS 
NOTHING 





AND 4 THOUGHT 
SAVILLE WAS 
SPINELESS / THE BLOKE'S: 
‘A BLOOMING HERO, , 
THAT'S WHAT HE IS / 














= Action Front 
[FOR MINUTES ON END, A FEARFUL HOLOCAUST RAGED 
IN THs MOST OF (T THE STACKED MINES WENT UP 














AL EAST THE SOMBAROMENT CEASED. 
Uke THE FOLDS OF SOME Hi 
DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. 





AGRIO FUMES SWIRLED UPWARD. | 
LISH CURTAIN ~~ RISING ON A TABLEAU 










ROMMEL WOIPT BE _SLINGING 

NO RIGHT HOOK AT THE EIGHTH 

ARMY NOW... TH) “TO THE 
Bier Sericen YOU 


"alto 
VEVER KNEW, GUSTER... 









62 Action Front 








DAN BEUNSED THROUGH THE FLAMES) THEIG HUNGRY [f 
UT AS ie TO CEVOUR 





Action Front 





|EN' RACED UP TO THEM. 


[SenTix, “THE CORPORAL LAID GUY SAVILLE ON THE SAND. THE OTHER 








(WELL DONE. 
ALL RIGHT > 







HE'LL BE OKAY == 
WONTT YOU, SIR? 





AS THEY CLUSTERED ROUND THE 
CIEUTENANT, AN EAGER SHOUT SPUN 
THEM ROUND...1T WAS JEGMOND! IN 
THE EXCITEMENT THEY HAD 
FORGOTTEN THEIR WOUNDED 
COMRADE... 


HEY, You LOT! FINE LOT 
OF MATES You ARES HOw, 

















TANKS Vo Yo! 
CORPORAL .. ay 





AS THE TWO MEN CLIMBED TO 
WHERE THEY HAD LEFT JESMOND, 
GUY SAVILLE SPOKE QUIETLY TO 
CORPORAL DAN SHAW 


YOU, MEAN Yor DID IT, 
SIR! MAKES YOU THINK, 
DOESN'T IT P HERE: 
WENE SEEN MORE OR 
LESS FIGHTING EACH 
OTHER WHEN EVERYBODY 
ELSE IS FIGHTING THE 
UERRIES «-. DAFT. 
V CALL IT. 

















SOU'RE RIGHT, 
CORPORAL ...YES. 
1 THINK YOURE RIGHT, 











of Action Front * 


[SOON THE MEN WERE READY TO GO ON THEIR WAY. MURPHY ANO OUSGAN 
CARRIED THE WOUNDED JESMOND AND CORPORAL OAN SHAW HELPED THE! 


CIMPING LIEUTENAN’ —— 




















THAT WAS RACING TO MEET THEM, THE SAME THOUGHT WAS IN ALL 
THEIR MINDS. IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE THEY HAD SETTLED THEIR 
DIFFERENCES AND NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, THEY WERE REALLY 
UNITED IN FIGHTING THEIR COMMON ENEMY. 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ...ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 176.—THE BRIDGE OF VERANO No. 178.—PACT OF DEATH 
i een SSE 
war BRIDGE 
many 


A life for a life—that was their solemn 
promise and it was with blood they 


For each man the bridge meant some- 
thing different—honour, ambition, 
freedom—and for some, death. sealed it. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 179.—SHOT IN THE DARK 

Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

4th February, are :— 


No. 180.—THE BIG GAME No. 182.—DEVIL’S PLAYGROUND 
"ROGUE LANCASTER No. 183.—TOWER OF STRENGTH 





YOU GET 116 
ALL DIFFERENT 
GENUINE STAMPS 


including: monaco—tourses siamond snape: 
GERMANY — Sputnik; RED CHINA—Liberacion 
SUBANIA 1981! Revolution): LATVIA Airman! 
CZECH Satin: ESTONIA-~Nazi late; ALLIED MILITARY. 
GOVT; ISRAEL: ARGENTINA and dozens. of ocher 
Gscinating and unusual stamps from all over the world. 
‘You also get: 88 stamp size Flags of the Nations to dress 
Up your album! Planet Pail and Boy Scout Souvenir sheets! 
FREE! Complece set of 4 facsimiles of the historic Suez 
ESral Coc stamps, inued 92 years ago-withdrawn within 
T month. Originais sell for up to 80 cach ae auction! 
GRAND TOTAL 208 DIFFERENT ITEMS. USUALLY 
Se RUC FOR t]-70 INTRODUCE OUR BARGAIN 
KEPROVALS. [APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT. TO 
YOU TOR FREE INSPECTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT, 
RETURN THE REST IN 14 DAYS) 
Money back if not 100%, delighted 

SEND NAME AND ADDRESS AND 1/- ASK 





or, or 
io ee 
POST COUPON TODAY 
1 BROADWAY APPROVALS. 


‘50, DENMARK HILL, 
| TONBONSES YS orp. | 


enclose I/n. Rush me the compete collection of 
258 dierent ine 
3 


1 
Ee 
[rooness 





